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Advocacy rule #1:
Seize the Opportunity
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Key messages

1. All forms of asbestos cause cancer.

2. Howard Willems died because he was 
unknowingly exposed to asbestos on 
the job.

3. A mandatory public registry will 
reduce the risk of exposure and save 
lives. 



Secondary messages

1. Asbestos is the leading cause of industrial 
cancers and death in Canada. 

2. 30% of worker deaths in SK asbestos 
related

3. More than 4200 workers in SK have been 
exposed to asbestos.

4. Everyone has the right to know if their 
workplace, school, daycare of nursing 
home is safe.
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Howard’s Law passes 

April 18, 2013

Amendment to Public Health Act



Howard’s Law passes 

April 18, 2013

Amendment to Public Health Act

Public buildings include:

• owned by Government of Saskatchewan

• Prescribed Crown Corp or RHA

• Schools defined in Education Act

• Other prescribed enclosed structures

• and post info to website

• Owner must make info available to anyone during normal 
business hours



Growing pains…first attempt



Growing Pains … second try



• https://asbestosregistry.saskatchewan.ca/
Facility/FacilityAsbestos

https://asbestosregistry.saskatchewan.ca/Facility/FacilityAsbestos
https://asbestosregistry.saskatchewan.ca/Facility/FacilityAsbestos


So far…
• In 6 months the landing page had 3000+ views

but has fallen off

• It’s been promoted through people uploading info & has 
been a priority on the upgraded government site 
(Saskatchewan.ca)

• very few calls have been received based on the site but 
Government has had inquiries from MB & AB 

• Concerns that only including government owned buildings 
could create false sense of security

• post-secondary or independent schools are not listed, 
however, several sites have been uploaded voluntarily 



Next steps

• Registry first step in increasing awareness

• Saskatchewan Asbestos Advisory Committee 
(CCS a member)

• reviewing abatement processes and 
responsibilities 

• Ensure employers educate workers on how to 
recognize and deal with asbestos containing 
materials


