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Overview

ÑGlobal dimensions of occupational health

ÑInformal work

ÑChild Labour

ÑThe need for occupational health/hygiene 

capacity

ÑWorkplace Health Without Borders

ÑProjects

ÑTraining
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There are 3.4 billion 

workers in the worldé

Nearly 2/3 of them work in 

unhealthy and unsafe

conditions

Source: 
World Health Organization (WHO)
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The global burden of workplace injury 

and disease

2.78 million workers die each year from 

workplace causes

2019 preliminary numbers: 2.91 million

2 million of these die from occupational disease

That is 1 death every 12 seconds
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Source: ILO



The global burden of workplace injury 

and disease
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Source: ILO

In additioné. 

Ñ 374 million non -fatal work -related 

injuries & diseases per year

ÑOccupational  injuries, sickness,                                              

and disease cost the world                                       

economy $2.8 trillion/year USD =

Ñ 4% of Global Gross Domestic Product



More people die each year from occupational injuries 

and disease than from other major causes that are 

much more visibleé..

Sources: 

ILO (2020);  WHO (2018 deaths); WHO (2015 deaths) ; PRIO (2018)
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Takala et.al. Work-

related injuries and 

diseases, and COVID-

19, International 

Journal of Labour

Research Å 2021 / Vol. 

10 / Issue 1ï2 



Distribution of work related mortality 

by Geographical Regions
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GLOBAL ESTIMATES OF OCCUPATIONAL

ACCIDENTS AND WORK-RELATED ILLNESSES 2017, 

Päivi Hämäläinen . Jukka Takala . Tan Boon Kiat



Fatal injury rates are up to 12 times higher 

in low income countries compared to high 

income countries
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Source: Global Estimates of Occupational 

Accidents and Work-related Illness, 2014, WSH 

Institute, for the ILO



Is COVID-19 an occupational disease?

Ñ14% of COVID cases reported to the WHO are 

health care workers; in some countries it is as 

high as 35%*

ÑEstimated occupational COVID fatalities: 110,000

ÑRisks to non-health care workers:
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*Takala et.al. Work-related injuries and diseases, and COVID-19, International 

Journal of Labour Research Å 2021 / Vol. 10 / Issue 1ï2 



(Covid-19, Universityof Turku, 2021)https://www.helsinkigse.fi/covid19-data-en/situation-room-report-
the-corona-virus-and-health-differences-in-which-socioeconomic-groups-have-the-most-infections-been-
observed-in-finland/

From Jukka Takala

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.helsinkigse.fi%2Fcovid19-data-en%2Fsituation-room-report-the-corona-virus-and-health-differences-in-which-socioeconomic-groups-have-the-most-infections-been-observed-in-finland%2F&data=04%7C01%7CICOHPresident%40inail.it%7Cb748cf493ebe45e789cb08d8bc9a7549%7C418322d35401446f99969e2e03ee3a5e%7C0%7C0%7C637466718883062554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BC6scaPSWx1QoxgvWDYQPKjh07%2B%2BPyR2u7xP%2BVi3Wb8%3D&reserved=0


Public Health Ontarioõs interactive tool shows 
risk by occupation

Smith, Warren, 

presentation, The 

Inequitable Burden of 

COVID-19 Exposure 

at Work 



òOfficialó statistics donõt reflect

ÑEnvironmental impacts of workplace agents

ÑSynergy between workplace hazards and other 

disease risk factors (e.g. silica -TB; asbestos-

smoking)

Ñ Informal work

ÑBlurred lines between workplace, home and 

community: exposed family members
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Nearly 2/3 of global workforce is in the 

informal economy

15

ILO Women & 

Men in the 

Informal 

Economy, 3rd

edition



Informal work force 

No education on occupational health (but 
they may know a lot through personal 
experience)

Poor working conditions,

bƻ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ

Little access to health care

No paid vacation or sick time

Probably not covered by labourlegislation



Child Labour : 

218 million children 

under age 18 work.

151.6 million of these 

are child laborers. 

72.5 million do 

hazardous work.

73 million are ages 5 -

11. 
Source: ILO
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